
 

 
DRAFT AUDIT COMMITTEE ASSURANCE STATEMENT 
 
To: Audit and Governance Committee – 22 June 2016 
 
By: Director of Corporate Resources 
 
Classification: Unrestricted  
 
Ward: Thanet wide 
 

 
Summary: In accordance with auditing standards, the external auditor needs 

to establish an understanding of the management processes in 
place at the Council. The Committee is asked to endorse the 
contents of the draft responses to the auditors. 

 
For Decision  
 

 
1.0 Introduction and Background 
 
1.1  To comply with international auditing standards the external auditor needs to 

 establish an understanding of the management processes in place to detect fraud 
 and to ensure compliance with law and regulation. The external auditor is also 
 required to make enquiries of management as to their knowledge of any actual, 
 suspected or alleged fraud. 
 

1.2  The external auditor also needs to gain an understanding of how the Audit and 
 Governance committee maintains an oversight of the above processes.  

 
1.3  The questions and draft response, which is required to come from the Chairman of 

 the Committee is shown at Annex 1. 
 
 
2.0 Corporate Implications 
 
2.1 Financial and VAT 
 
2.1.1 The grounds for the request and responses are set out in the Appendix and there are 

no direct financial implications from this report. 
 
2.2 Legal 
 
2.2.1 This is a statutory requirement. 
 
2.3      Corporate 
 
2.3.1 This is part of the external audit process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
2.4 Equity and Equalities 
 
2.4.1 The report has taken into account the public sector equality duty and there are no 

specific issues arising from this report. 
 

3.0 Options 
 

3.1 The requirement to approve the Statement of Accounts is a statutory requirement and 
 therefore no alternative action is recommended as the Committee needs to be 
 assured that the information submitted to the external auditor is sufficiently robust for 
 their purposes.  

3.2  Failure to achieve an unqualified opinion represents a reputational risk to the Council. 
 
4.0 Recommendation 
 
4.1 That the committee notes and endorses the responses to the letter from the external 

auditor. 
 

 
 
 
              
 

Contact Officer: Tim Willis - Director of Corporate Resources 

Reporting to: Madeline Homer – Chief Executive 

 
Annex List 
 

Annex 1 Letter from Grant Thornton 

Annex 2 Draft Audit Committee Assurance Statement 

 
 
Corporate Consultation Undertaken 
 

Finance Nicola Walker – Finance Manager 

Legal Tim Howes – Director of Corporate Governance 

 



 


